[Recent advance of chemotherapy in gastric cancer].
Chemotherapy for gastric cancer is improving continuously through conducting randomized clinical trials and developing new anti-cancer drugs. Patient survivals are prolonged and their QOL are maintained for longer periods. S-1 and CDDP chemotherapy is recommended for unresectable advanced disease, and adjuvant chemotherapy with S-1 is also recommended for stage II/III disease. Recently, combination chemotherapy with trastuzumab has been shown to be effective for HER2 positive gastric cancer. Conversely, new chemotherapeutic agents are needed for peritoneal metastasis patients, elderly patients, and patients with a poor organ function. Neo-adjuvant chemotherapy is expected to improve the overall survival for initially unresectable gastric cancer patients. Collaboration between Japan and Korea is expected to accelerate clinical trials to resolve these unmet needs.